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Gula 
 
I.  Introduction.  Mesopotamian god-

dess. G., the goddess of healing, has a dis-
tinct iconography which is first clearly es-
tablished in the 1st mill. on Neo-Assyrian 
cylinder seals of the 8th-7th cent. On these 
seals she appears facing a worshipper and is 
identified by her seated or reclining →dog 
(FUHR 1977; for textual references cf. 
FRANKENA 1971).  

Similarities of G. with →Ishtar have 
frequently led to confusion between the two, 
particularly since both are associated with 
→stars (see COLLON 1994; COLLON 2001: 
122-126). Furthermore, G.’s dog has fre-
quently been mistaken for Ishtar’s →lion; 
however, the dog’s jaws are closed, it is 
generally shown with pricked ears (one ear 
often masks the other), and always has a 
tightly curled tail. Another reason for confu-
sion is that Ishtar is often armed with a 
sickle-sword, which has been confused with 
G.’s scalpel. However, the scalpel is gener-
ally small and delicately held upright in one 
hand. Variations in posture in the iconogra-
phy of G. probably represent different cult 
statues. 

Three Middle Babylonian faience masks 
were found to be associated with G.’s tem-
ple at Isin and may depict her, but identical 
masks also appear in shrines and graves 
where there is no connection to G. 
(HROUDA 1981: pls. 26-27). 

It appears that until the last two cent. of 
the 2nd mill. G. was rarely if ever depicted, 
but was represented by her attribute animal, 
the dog. However, not all dogs are attributes 
of G. (HAUSSPERGER 1994). Although dogs 
do appear on some Old Babylonian terra-
cottas from Isin, if anything they are fewer 
than at other sites of the period (see 
HROUDA 1987: pls. 21-22, IB 1428, and 
1433). A seated dog supporting a crook is 
common on Old Babylonian cylinder seals 
but the crook is generally associated with 
→Amurru (BRAUN-HOLZINGER 1996: 287-
301, 336f), although two examples may be 
connected with G. (cf. § II.2.2.1 and 
→Dog 3). 

Other goddesses connected with healing 
were gradually assimilated to G., i.e., Ninis-
ina (“Lady of Isin”), Nintinuga, Ninkarrak, 
and Meme (KRAUS 1951: 64-73; 
BLACK/GREEN 1992: 101). 

II.  Typology  
II.1.  Phenotypes 
1. SEATED BESIDE HER DOG (1-15, →Lamp 29) 

2. SEATED ON A THRONE ON HER DOG  
2.1. Holding objects 2.1.1. Scalpel and ring (16-19) 
2.1.2. Leash (20-25) 2.1.3. Ring (26-32) 2.1.4. Tablet 
(28, 33) 2.2. One hand raised, the other extended (34-
38) 3. STANDING ON HER DOG HOLDING OBJECTS  

3.1. Leash (39-45) 3.2. Leash and scalpel (46-47,  
53) 3.3. Leash and ring (48) 3.4. Ring (49) 4. STAND-
ING AGAINST A STARRY BACKGROUND HOLDING OB-
JECTS WITH HER DOG SEATED BEFORE HER  
4.1. Scalpel and tablet (50) 4.2. Leash (51) 4.3. Ring 
(52) 5. UNCERTAIN 

1.  SEATED  BESIDE HER DOG. On sev-
eral kudurrus G. appears seated, almost 
always facing right, wearing a horned head-
dress and flounced robe, and with both 
hands raised. Her →dog is seated beside her 
but is partly covered by her robe so that 
only the front part of it is visible. Stylisti-
cally the depictions range from the reign of 
Meli-Shipak/Meli-Shi-HU (1188-1174) to 
that of Marduk-ahhe-eriba (1045-1044), 
with dated examples from the reigns of 
Marduk-apla-iddina I (1173-1161) (1-2 
[latter inscribed dGula]), Nabu-kudurri-usur 
I (1124-1103) (3*) and Marduk-shapik-zeri 
(1080-1068) (4). Babylonian examples not 
dated by inscriptions, mostly from Susa, are 
5-9 (latter inscribed dGula) and 10-15,  
→Lamp 29*. Similar goddesses without 
the dog and fragmentary examples, also 
mostly from Susa, may or may not be G. 
(SEIDL 1968: nos. 1, 14 [→Lamp 5], 23-
24, 29 [→Lamp 19], 30 [→Lamp 13], 
55, 57-58, 60. However, even after dis-
counting these examples it is clear that G. 
was the most frequently depicted goddess 
during this period. 

2.  SEATED ON A THRONE ON HER 
DOG. G. is generally shown facing left, 
seated on a high-backed →throne, the back 
of which is generally decorated with →stars 
which are sometimes simplified into a series 
of globes attached to the throne back by 
short rods. Often her headdress is topped by 
a star or globe. The throne is placed on the 
back of her reclining →dog and she rests 
her feet on its shoulders. The scene is de-
picted with little variation apart from the 
attributes she holds. The hand which is not 
holding an attribute (generally the hand 
away from the viewer) is raised in blessing 
toward the approaching worshipper. 

2.1.  Holding objects 
2.1.1.  Scalpel and ring.  This pheno-

type is represented by 8th cent. Neo-
Assyrian cylinder seals. 16  depicts G. with 
a god on a →bull facing her. On other ex-
amples she is depicted together with her 
consort, →Ninurta (17-18). A represen-
tative of this phenotype is also depicted on 
the base of a golden bell-shaped harem seal 
(19*) from Nimrud Tomb III. The tomb, 
discovered in 1989, contained the burials of 
several Assyrian queens. 

2.1.2.  Leash.  On 8th-7th cent. Neo-
Assyrian stamp seals enthroned G. holds her 
attribute animal’s leash (20-21). On stamp 
seals of the 7th-6th cent. the same pheno-
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type (22) may be associated with a small 
incense-burner (23), and  occurs on a seal 
inscribed together with the Aramaic per-
sonal name nšk khn bn dgnbzy (?) (24). A 
carnelian conoid from the tomb of Adoninur 
at ˓Amman (25*), which depicts G. holding 
her dog’s leash (HÜBNER 1993: 144 errone-
ously states that G. holds a ring) is probably 
an import from Mesopotamia .  

2.1.3.  Ring.  Enthroned G. on her dog 
holding a ring, a symbol of divinity, occurs 
on 8th cent. Neo-Assyrian cylinder seals 
(26-30) and on 7th-6th cent. stamp seals 
(31,  32 [possibly holding a ring]). 

2.1.4.  Tablet.  The “texts that bring 
recovery” which G. is said to carry (LAM-
BERT 1967: 121) are represented as a tablet 
on at least one 8th cent. Neo-Assyrian cyl-
inder seal (33*), if not on a second (28; the 
square in front of G. may represent her 
tablet). 

2.2.  One hand raised,  the other  
extended. G. may also be depicted with-
out objects in her raised and extended hands 
on 7th-6th cent. stamp seals (34-38), one of 
which is inscribed with the personal name 
˒sr˒dny (37); and on cylinder seals such as a 
fragmentary impression on a tablet (38) 
possibly from the Harran region and dated 
to the reign of Ashurbanipal (668-627). 

3.  STANDING ON HER DOG HOLDING 
OBJECTS. G. is mainly shown standing in 
an “L”-shape, with the base of the “L” rest-
ing on the back of her →dog, or against a 
vertical line along which there are →stars, 
sometimes unambiguously depicted but 
sometimes shown as globes attached by 
short rods to the back of the “L” or vertical 
line. It is probable that this “L” represents 
the niches or alcoves surrounded by stars, in 
which cult statues of G. were placed. It is 
also possible that the pattern of the stars in 
her constellation was depicted within the 
niche behind her statue. 

3.1.  Leash.  When G. is holding the 
leash of her dog the vertical line with stars 
forms the background. This type is repre-
sented, e.g., by an 8th cent. Neo-Assyrian 
cylinder seal from the late Assyrian shrine 
at Tall al-Rimah (39; see also 40-41). Neo-
Assyrian stamp seals of this type (42-44) 
date to the 7th cent. In the 6th cent. the 
phenotype appears on Babylonian cylinder 
seal 45. 

3.2.  Leash and scalpel.  On two 8th 
cent. Assyrian cylinder seals G. holds a 
leash and scalpel (46* [no starry back-
ground], 47). Both these seals are unusual 
in that the dog is walking toward the left 
instead of reclining as on 53. 

3.3.  Leash and ring.  The combina-
tion of leash and ring held by G. appears on 
a 7th cent. conoid (48). 

3.4.  Ring. G. holding a ring is placed 
in a typical “L” shape on a 7th cent. cylin-
der seal 49* from Assyria.  

4.  STANDING AGAINST A STARRY  
BACKGROUND, HOLDING OBJECTS, 
WITH HER DOG SEATED BEFORE HER  

4.1.  Scalpel and tablet.  On 8th-7th 
cent. Neo-Assyrian cylinder seal 50*, 
probably from Assyria, G. facing right in an 
“L” shape holds a scalpel in her raised hand 
and a tablet in her extended hand. 

4.2.  Leash.  G., placed against a starry 
line, is holding her →dog’s leash on a 7th 
cent. Neo-Assyrian cylinder seal (51*). 
Added in the 4th cent. CE was a Pahlevi 
inscription including the word gultu before 
the dog, perhaps a late version of G.’s name.  

4.3.  Ring. In contrast to the above two 
phenotypes, on 52 G.’s dog sits facing the 
goddess, who is holding a ring and standing 
in an “L” shape. 

5.  UNCERTAIN 
Four types of uncertain representations 

of G. with her →dog can be noted: From 
Tell ed-Der (→Dog 4), a fragmentary clay 
seal impression of the Old Babylonian Pe-
riod shows a figure in a flounced robe who 
sits facing left on the back of a dog and 
raises one hand toward an approaching 
worshipper. This figure can perhaps be 
equated with G. 

On an Old Babylonian cylinder seal im-
pression on an envelope from Tell ed-Der 
(→Dog 5), a goddess wearing a horned 
headdress and a flounced robe and holding a 
rod-and-ring symbol stands facing left on a 
platform supported by two addorsed seated 
dogs. 

Old Babylonian cylinder seal DE-
LAPORTE 1920: pl. 35:8, excavated in the 
temple of Shushinak at Susa, names G. in 
the inscription and shows a goddess who 
holds an attribute that may be a scalpel or 
knife; a dog sits facing her. COLLON 1986: 
no. 371, re-inscribed, depicts a goddess who 
rests her foot on a dog and holds a similar 
attribute. Behind her is a seated dog sup-
porting a crook (→Amurru § II.2.2.1). 

A goddess in a nimbus, standing on a re-
clining dog with pricked ears and curled 
tail, is depicted on 8th cent. Neo-Assyrian 
cylinder seal KEEL-LEU/TEISSIER 2004: no. 
205.  

There are a number of representations, 
which show a goddess on a star-backed 
throne holding a ring. These could be G. 
without her dog, or some other astral deity. 
On some seals a goddess is shown before a 
table spread with food (e.g., COLLON 2001: 
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nos. 135-136, 138), but these are at variance 
with other unambiguous depictions of G. 
and have not been included in the list below. 
A seal inscribed in Hebrew shows a similar 
but bearded deity, perhaps associated with a 
crescent (SASS/UEHLINGER 1993: 132f, n. 
92, no. 137). 

Neo-Assyrian cylinder seals of the 8th 
cent. comprise: DELAPORTE 1910: no. 363; 
MOORTGAT 1940: nos. 605, 654, 659 (all 
from Assur); PORADA 1948: nos. 700, 1122 
(both with incomplete rings; PORADA con-
sidered no. 1122 to be a modern copy, re-
versed, of MOORTGAT 1940: no. 605, but all 
three seals may have originated in the same 
ancient workshop); WILLIAMS-FORTE 1981: 
no. 91 (an animal, probably a dog, reclining 
on the table facing the goddess); KEEL-
LEU/TEISSIER 2004: no. 232. 

The following 7th-6th cent. stamp seals 
should be mentioned: DELAPORTE 1910: 
nos. 522, 523 (with a doubtful ring); DE-
LAPORTE 1920: pl. 54:16; JAKOB-ROST 
1975: no. 222; ORNAN 1993: no. 29 (in-
scribed in Aramaic with hwdw spr˒ “Hudu, 
scribe” (published as possibly →Ishtar but 
more likely to be G.); HERBORDT 1992: pl. 
14:2-3 (fragmentary stamp seal impressions 
from Nineveh, which may also depict G.). 

II.2.  Associations  
1. ASSOCIATED WITH DEITIES/DEMONS  

1.1. Ninurta (17-18) 1.2. Storm god (16, 27, 29, 39) 
1.3. Symbols of gods (1-2, 8-9, 13, 15, 19, 28)  
1.4. Hybrid creatures (30, 33, 46) 1.5. Others (33,  
53) 2. ASSOCIATED WITH ANIMALS 2.1. Dog 2.2. Other 
3. ASSOCIATED WITH HUMANS: Worshipper 

1.  ASSOCIATED WITH DEITIES/DE-
MONS 

1.1.  Ninurta.  G. and her consort 
→Ninurta occasionally appear on the same 
seal. Ninurta rides on one of the dragons 
(17-18) and aims at another (17). 

1.2.  Storm god. A god, possibly the 
→storm god, is shown standing on a bull 
and facing G. (16,  29,  39), or behind her 
(27). 

1.3.  Symbols of gods.  On kudurrus 
G. is associated with various symbols of 
gods. Appearing most frequently in close 
proximity are the →scorpion, representing 
→Ishkhara (1-2,  8-9,  13; for the associa-
tion of a scorpion with G. on a Neo-
Assyrian stamp seal see 19*), but here it 
has been added as the symbol of the harem 
administration (see HERBORDT 1992: 137; 
RADNER 2008: 494–501); and the →lamp, 
signifying →Nusku (1,  8 -9,  15,  →Lamp 
29*). Although in the Neo-Assyrian Period 
celestial bodies, which may indicate the 
sphere of related deities, are often part of 
the scene they are most likely not directly 
associated with G., even when they appear 
alone with her. The same is true for the 

→spade of →Marduk and →stylus of 
→Nabu, which are often added to the scene. 

1.4.  Hybrid creatures.  On 46* a 
scorpion-man and on 33* a fish-cloaked 
→apkallu stands behind G. An eagle-
headed apkallu (51*) and a demon in a 
lion’s cloak holding a whip, probably La-
Tarāq who gave protection against witch-
craft (30 ; see BLACK/GREEN 1992: 116, fig. 
94), also stand behind G.’s throne. 

1.5.  Others.  On 53 a goddess in a 
nimbus stands behind G. A beardless deity 
stands on a dais facing G. and holding a ring 
on 33*. Figures are often added onto the 
sides of conoid seals, but are probably there 
for their added apotropaic value and are not 
otherwise connected with G. (e.g., 23,  34). 

2.  ASSOCIATED WITH ANIMALS 
2.1.  Dog. G. and her →dog form a dis-

tinct icon (1-52,  →Lamp 29*). The asso-
ciation of G. with a dog is probably due to 
the healing properties of the saliva of dogs 
(FUHR 1977: 144). Furthermore, both she 
and her dog formed part of the same →con-
stellation (G. = Lyra, dog = Hercules 
[→Heracles]), which may have contributed 
to the identification of the dog as the attrib-
ute animal of G. The relevant section of the 
Neo-Assyrian cuneiform tablet VAT 9428 
from Assur reads:  

A dog, sitting on its haunches … facing to-
wards the goddess G. Two stars (form) its breast. 
On its tail seven stars … the star of the robed god-
dess G. ... On her […] there is a star depicted. [In] 
her right [han]d she holds a star, her left hand has 
…[…]… on it. [Two stars] are depicted side by 
side under the d[ais] of the throne (translation of 
WEIDNER 1927: 77, ls. 10-16). 

G.’s dog was neither particularly heavy 
nor thick-set, it had pricked ears and a tail 
that curled tightly at the end. Numerous dog 
burials have been found at Isin, the site of 
G.’s principal shrine (HROUDA 1977: 97-
109, pls. 14-17; HROUDA 1981: pl. 16:1). 
The type of dog is categorized as Canis 
familiaris but cannot be equated with mod-
ern races of dogs (see also VAN BUREN 
1939: 14-18, esp. 17). 

There is textual evidence for the dog al-
ready being G.’s attribute animal in Old 
Babylonian times: an inscription on a clay 
nail records the building of a “dog house” 
for Ninisina by Enlil-bani (1860-1837) 
(HROUDA 1977: 87; ORNAN 2004: fig. 2); 
and a statue of G.’s dog was dedicated by 
Rim-Sin (1822-1763), king of Larsa 
(KRAUS 1951: 85 n. 60; FRANKENA 1971; 
for a similar ex voto offering see →Dog 
20). However, there is little evidence for the 
depiction of the dog as G.’s attribute in the 
art of this period (but see § II.1.5).  

Reliable depictions of the goddess and 
her dog first appear on kudurrus (1 -15,  
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→Lamp 29*). In some cases the dog may 
be identified as G.’s even if G. is not de-
picted, particularly on kudurrus (SEIDL 
1968: 140-143, nos. 1, 5 [→Lamp 1], 7, 9 
[→Lamp 3],10, 12, 30 [→Lamp 13], 32 
[→Lamp 20] [supporting an altar], 61 
[→Lamp 25], 62 [→Lamp 16], 63, 66, 
68-71, 72 [→Lamp 27], 73 [→Lamp 33], 
77, 78 [→Lamp 26], 79 [→Lamp 30], 80 
[→Lamp 18], 84, 90, 95, 99-100, 103, 
106-107, 110). In many other cases dogs on 
their own cannot  be related to G. 

Indeed, models of dogs are frequently 
found in excavations, often in deposits in 
doorways where they are clearly guardians, 
as indicated by the inscriptions on them 
(→Dog 22*-25), and  are unrelated to G. 
There is also doubt as to whether 1st mill. 
bronze models of seated dogs with standing 
figures can be associated with G. (see 
CURTIS/READE 1995: no. 78, HAUSSPERGER 
1994: 110 for discussions, and HROUDA 
1977: pl. 25: IB 29 for an example from 
Isin).  

However, the large numbers of Middle 
Babylonian models, incised bronze plaques, 
and amulets of dogs found in and around 
G.’s chief shrine at Isin are clearly con-
nected with her cult (HROUDA 1977: pl. 25: 
IB 13a-c; HROUDA 1981: pls. 25, 27; for a 
terracotta dog from Sippar inscribed to Gula 
→Dog 15).  

The seated dog supporting a crook is 
generally identified with →Amurru. How-
ever, there are two possible exceptions 
where there is a connection with G. One is 
unprovenanced but names G. in its inscrip-
tion and shows the dog with a crook as a 
filling motif (→Dog 3). The other, on a 
cylinder seal excavated at Isin, shows the 
dog with a crook together with other sym-
bols and a nude goddess  (HROUDA 1977: 
no. IB 699; pls. 20:37; 22:37). 

A Middle Assyrian seal impression from 
Assur shows a worshipper before a temple 
facade. Seated on a throne before or inside 
the temple is a dog with a star above it. It is 
therefore possible that the seal depicts one 
of G.’s three temples at Assur (→Dog 17) .  

Several Neo-Assyrian linear-style cylin-
der seals show a dog outside a tent while 
inside a priest bends over a patient. Here 
again a connection with G. is probable 
(→Dog 27* [Tell Halaf]; VON DER OSTEN 
1934: no. 407; TEISSIER 1984: no. 231; 
WILLIAMS-FORTE 1981: no. 86).  

On Neo-Babylonian stamp seals and cyl-
inder seals of the 6th-5th cent. a dog sits on 
its own, often on an altar (e.g., DELAPORTE 
1910: no. 386; PORADA 1948: no. 781; 
BUCHANAN/MOOREY 1988: no. 382; COL-
LON 2001: no. 392; →Dog 12-14). On a 

Neo-Babylonian conoid a seated dog ap-
pears on the side, while on the base a wor-
shipper stands before an altar on which a 
dog sits with a scalpel behind it (PITT-
MAN/ARUZ 1987: no. 74). 

2.2.  Other.  Animals are sometimes 
added in later recutting to scenes depicting 
G.; for instance, two →locusts in a bush 
(45) and a goat (→Caprid) with a →tree 
(50*). A long-necked →bird also appears 
(18). 

3.  ASSOCIATED WITH HUMANS: 
Worshipper.  Worshippers appear on most 
if not all 1st mill. cylinder seals depicting 
G., and on many stamp seals. They are 
shown as bearded, robed men who raise one 
hand and extend the other toward the god-
dess. A woman or, more probably, a eunuch 
may be shown behind a bearded worshipper, 
standing in the same posture (28). It is not 
generally possible to differentiate women 
and eunuchs, but on the fine bell-shaped 
seal from Tomb III at Nimrud (19*), which 
shows a robed, beardless figure approaching 
G., the inscription on the edge of the seal 
identifies the figure as daughter-in-law of 
Adad-nirari III (810-783) and the queen of 
Shalmaneser IV (782-773). 

III.  Sources 
III.1.  Chronological range.  G. is 

referred to in texts from the mid-3rd mill. 
onward (KRAUS 1951: 64f, 68f) and she 
appears in the Old Babylonian god list. 
Dedications to G. do not seem to occur on 
Old Babylonian brick inscriptions from Isin, 
and there is a similar dearth of terracottas or 
seals of the period with a specific iconogra-
phy, which could be related to G. However, 
her association with dogs is securely at-
tested by textual references of the period 
(see § II.2.2). G. appears extensively in 
Kassite brick inscriptions; this coincides 
with the proliferation of dog amulets and 
models in her temple at Isin and its sur-
roundings. There is also a cylinder seal from 
Isin in the First Kassite style that names G., 
but the design alongside the long inscription 
consists only of a worshipper, presumably 
the owner of the seal (HROUDA 1981: 
IB961, p. 100 E 7; pl. 30:50). From the 12th 
cent. onward there are numerous kudurrus 
(1-15,  →Lamp 29*), which show G. 
seated with her dog or her dog alone. Where 
a goddess appears without a dog, it is un-
clear whether she is G. 

A distinctive and unambiguous iconog-
raphy for G. is developed first on Neo-
Assyrian cylinder seals at the beginning of 
the 8th cent. (16-18, 26-30, 33*, 39,  
46*-47) or perhaps at the end of the 9th 
cent., and continues into the 7th (38,  46*-
52) and 6th cent. (45). Representations on 
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stamp seals of the 7th-6th cent. (22-25*,  
31-32, 34-37, 42-43, 48 ; for the 8th 
cent. see 19*-21) are necessarily abbrevi-
ated, but even on cylinder seals the dog is 
often shown on its own. 

III.2.  Geographical d ist ribution.  
Although G.’s principal shrine, E-gal-mah, 
was at Isin in Babylonia and one of her 
early names was Ninisina (“Lady of Isin”; 
see § I), she had temples throughout Meso-
potamia. There were three each in Babylon, 
Borsippa, and Assur, and also in most Sum-
erian cities from the late 3rd mill. onward, 
notably at Nippur and Ur, with a substantial 
increase in the Old Babylonian period and a 
tremendous expansion of her cult in Middle 
Babylonian times (KRAUS 1951: 83-86; 
FRANKENA 1971; BLACK/ GREEN 1992: 
101; see also MUSTAFA 1947 for a temple 
near Dur Kurigalzu). Seals bearing Aramaic 
inscriptions are not necessarily from the 
Levant, since Aramaic was extensively used 
in Assyria, particularly in the 7th cent., the 
probable date of the few examples in this 
corpus (24,  37,  53). Almost all prove-
nanced representtations of G. come from 
Mesopotamia: Abu Habba (3*), Assur (26,  
43), Nimrud (19*-20, 36), Tall al-Rimah 
(39), and possibly Nineveh (see § II.1.5, 
HERBORDT 1992: pl. 14:2-3), and Tell ed-
Der (see § II.1.5 with →Dog 5). An excep-
tion is kudurrus from Susa (1-2,  5 -6,  8 -9,  
11-14), but note that kudurrus from Susa 
originated in Babylonia from whence they 
were looted in 1157. The one provenanced 
Levantine seal (25*), from Amman, is 
uninscribed, and in the view of the excava-
tor and the present author is a Mesopota-
mian import. 

III.3.  Object types.  Mesopotamian 
G. and her dog are depicted on kudurrus (1-
15,  →Lamp 29*), cylinder seals (16-18,  
26-30, 33*, 38-39, 46*-47, 46*-52), 
and stamp seals (20-25*, 31-32, 34-37,  
42-43, 48).  

IV. Conc lusion.  G.’s dog defines her 
iconography and is depicted and attested in 
connection with G. by inscriptions from the 
19th cent. Apart from some uncertain Old 
Babylonian cylinder seals (see § II.1.A.5) 
G. is definitely depicted in anthropomorphic 
form first on Middle Babylonian kudurrus 
of the 12th-10th cent. (1-15,  →Lamp 
29*) Otherwise G. appears only rarely on 
identifiably Babylonian seals of the 7th-6th 
cent. (45). This is strange in view of the fact 
that G.’s main cult center was in Babylonia, 
but anthropomorphic depictions of deities 
were always more common in Assyria than 
in Babylonia. 

It was in Assyria that G.’s specific ico-
nography was developed around the turn of 

the 9th-8th cent. and G. became the most 
frequently depicted goddess on Assyrian 
seals, outstripping generic warrior god-
desses, the goddess in a nimbus (perhaps 
→Assur’s consort →Mulissu), and even 
→Ishtar (see COLLON 2001: pls. 19-20). 
This may have been both because of G.’s 
more popular appeal as a goddess of heal-
ing, and also because in Assyria she was 
considered to be the consort of →Ninurta, 
chief god of Nimrud, the Assyrian capital 
during most of the 9th and 8th cent. With 
the adoption of Aramaic in the Assyrian 
Empire and the concomitant switch to the 
use of stamp seals, it is scarcely surprising 
that there are some Mesopotamian seals 
inscribed in Aramaic and depicting G. 
and/or her dog, but her iconography seems 
to have remained inherently Mesopotamian. 

 
V. Cata logue 
1 Kudurru, limestone, Susa, 1173-1161. SEIDL 1968: no. 48, pl. 
19b 2 Kudurru, limestone, Susa, 1173-1161. SEIDL 1968: no. 
59, pl. 23c 3* Kudurru, limestone, 65 x 21.5 x 17 cm, Abu 
Habba or nearby, 1124-1103. London, British Museum, BM 
90858. SEIDL 1968: no. 67, pl. 23a 4 Kudurru, limestone, 
1080-1068. SEIDL 1968: no. 86, pl. 29b 5 Kudurru, limestone, 
Susa, 1188-1174. SEIDL 1968: no. 18, pl. 9d 6 Kudurru, 
limestone, Susa, 1188-1174. SEIDL 1968: no. 20; DE MORGAN 
1900: fig. 382; HINKE 1907: figs. 17-18 7 Kudurru, limestone, 
1188-1174. SEIDL 1968: no. 27; BASMACHI 1967: pl. 9a-c 8 
Kudurru, limestone, Susa, 1173-1161. SEIDL 1968: no. 49, pl. 
19a 9 Kudurru, limestone, Susa, 1173-1161. SEIDL 1968: no. 
50, pl. 22a 10 Kudurru, limestone, 1173-1161. SEIDL 1968: no. 
51; BASMACHI 1967: pl. 6 11 Kudurru, limestone, Susa, 1173-
1161. SEIDL 1968: no. 52 12 Kudurru, limestone, Susa, 1173-
1161. SEIDL 1968: no. 53, pl. 22e 13 Kudurru, dark stone, 
Susa, 1173-1161. SEIDL 1968: no. 54, pl. 22d 14 Kudurru, 
limestone, Susa, 1173-1161. SEIDL 1968: no. 56, pl. 22b 15 
Kudurru, limestone, 1098-1044. SEIDL 1968: no. 75, fig. 12 16 
Cylinder seal, chalcedony, 800-700. PORADA 1948: no. 694 17 
Cylinder seal, chalcedony, 800-700. COLLON 2001: no. 232 18 
Cylinder seal, chalcedony, 800-700. COLLON 2001: no. 233 
19* Stamp seal, gold, Nimrud, 800. Baghdad, Iraq Museum. 
HUSSEIN/SULEIMAN 1999-2000: fig. 183 20 Stamp seal impres-
sion, clay, Nimrud, 800-600. HERBORDT 1992: pl. 14:1 21 
Stamp seal, 800-600. WARD 1910: no. 747a 22 Conoid, 
chalcedony, 700-500. CURTIS/READE 1995: no. 192 23 Conoid, 
chalcedony, 700-500. DELAPORTE 1910: no. 542a 24 Conoid, 
chalcedony, 700-500. HELTZER 1981: no. 108; ORNAN 1993: 
no. 34 25* Conoid, carnelian, 13.5 x 10.4 x 22.1 mm, 
˓Amman, 700-600. Amman, Jordan Archaeological Museum, J 
1193. HARDING 1953: pls. 6:6, 7:6; *EGGLER/KEEL 2006: 
˓Amman no. 5 26 Cylinder seal, “porphyry”/red serpen-
tinite (?), Assur, 800-700. MOORTGAT 1940: no. 655 
27 Cylinder seal, “porphyry”/red serpentinite (?), 800-700. 
MOORTGAT 1940: no. 656 28 Cylinder seal, agate, 800-700. 
BUCHANAN 1966: no. 633 29 Cylinder seal, 800-700. GORDON 
1939: no. 81 30 Cylinder seal, carnelian, 800-700. COLLON 
2001: no. 234 31 Conoid, opaque greyish stone, 700-500. 
SPELEERS 1917: no. 552 32 Conoid, chert, 700-500. PORADA 
1948: no. 792 33* Cylinder seal, serpentinite, 33 x 12 mm, 
800-700. Ex Marcopoli Collection. TEISSIER 1984: no. 220 34 
Conoid, chalcedony, 700-500. DELAPORTE 1923: pl. 91:19b 35 
Scaraboid, chalcedony, 700-500. DELAPORTE 1923: pl. 91:23 
36 Stamp seal impression, clay, Nimrud, 700-500. HERBORDT 
1992: pl. 14:4 37 Scaraboid, limestone, 700-500. GALLING 
1941: no. 112; ORNAN 1993: no. 28; AVIGAD/SASS 1997: no. 
1057 38 Cylinder seal impression, clay, Harran region (?), 
668-627 (Ashurbanipal). HERBORDT 1992: pl. 2:10 39 Cylin-
der seal, steatite, Tall al-Rimah, 800-700. PARKER 1975: no. 52 
40 Cylinder seal, chalcedony, 700. ORNAN 2004: fig. 22 with 
note 40 41 Conoid, chalcedony, 700. ORNAN 2004: fig. 23 with 
note 40 42 Conoid, chacedony, 700-600. DELAPORTE 1910: no. 
540c 43 Conoid, chalcedony, Assur, 700-600. JAKOB-ROST 
1975: no. 325 44 Conoid, chalcedony, 700-600. ORNAN 2004: 
fig. 21 with note 37 45 Cylinder seal, chalcedony, 600-500. 
COLLON 2001: no. 236 46* Cylinder seal, agate, 36 x 16 mm, 
800-700. Paris, Bibliothèque Nationale. DELAPORTE 1910: no. 
358 47 Cylinder seal, “steatite”/serpentinite, 800-700. DE-
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LAPORTE 1923: pl. 88:10 48 Conoid, chalcedony, 700-600. DE 
CLERCQ 1903: pl. 1:6 49* Cylinder seal, chalcedony, 21.5 x 
11 mm, 700-600. London, British Museum, BM WA 89630. 
COLLON 2001: no. 235 50* Cylinder seal, sardonyx (probably 
dyed agate), Assyria (?), 34 x 16 mm, 800-600. London, 
British Museum, BM WA 89846. COLLON 2001: no. 238 51* 
Cylinder seal, chalcedony, 28 x 14.5 mm, 700-600. London, 
British Museum, BM WA 89260. COLLON 2001: no. 237 52 
Cylinder seal, carnelian, 700-650. DELAPORTE 1923: pl. 90:8 
53 Cylinder seal, carnelian, 700. ORNAN 2004: fig. 1a-c 
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