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Perhaps the quintessen  al issue that has divided the 
scriptural monotheisms has been the authority of scrip-
ture. If God is all-knowing, all-powerful and all-good, 
why would God reveal diff erent scriptures that appear 
to convey confl ic  ng messages about the divine will? 
The usual response of religious thinkers has been to 
reject the scripture of others while exal  ng one’s own 
– only one’s own conveys the true and undistorted will 
of God. But because others claim the same, that only 
theirs conveys the true and undistorted will of God, 
a ra  onale must be found for rejec  ng the claims of 
others. Various ra  onales of rejec  on have been de-
veloped over the centuries, one of the most common 
being the cri  que of the vehicle of prophecy: If the 

prophet is false, then his message must be false as well. 
Surprisingly, this issue has yet to be carefully studied 
in the academy, so it is “the problema  c of prophecy” 
that is the topic for this conference. Par  cular empha-
sis will be put on rival percep  ons and strategies of 
mutual delegi  miza  on deployed in Jewish and Mus-
lim texts, lesser known in Western scholarship.
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